" THE  FUTURE  OF  AN  ILLUSION "
infrequently coincide. The main question is one of
proportion. The over-severe superego is just as cruel
as external compulsion. It has ruined just as many
lives and prompted just as many murders. The
differences are not so fundamental as appears at first
glance. We must remember that metamorphosis of
the instinctual impulses from outer to inner com-
pulsion does not imply any decrease in intensity.
In fact, the process of repression itself strengthens
these impulses. Further, in an organism which has
been refined and differentiated by cultural evolution,
stimuli of lesser intensity bring about the same
effects which in a cruder, more resistant organism
must result from extremely powerful stimuli. God
has provided that the elephant can bear loads which
would break the back of a horse. A blow which to a
primitive man would have been like the prick of a
needle would overwhelm a modern civilized man
like a hammer blow. Perhaps man would actually
be better off if God had not granted him the right
of reason.
In discussing the possibilities of cultural evolution
Freud points to woman's intellectual limitations,
which result, perhaps, from sexual prohibitions.
But the peculiarity of feminine mental processes
does not imply inferiority. Analysis tells us, of
course, that sexual censorship exercises a significant
influence upon the thought functions. However,
that is not conclusive proof that it alone is respon-
sible for the special character of feminine intelli-
gence. Perhaps here, too, peculiarities of the
psychophysical structure, anatomical differences
which prevent their using their intelligence in the
by no means always reasonable manner of men,
account for the fact that women do not think as
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